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When faced with uncertainties of oppression and imprisonment, Paul thought of death. The letter of Paul to the Philippians is one that can be said was motivated by thoughts of despair and death. Writing the epistle and several others from the prison in Rome, Paul wrote the epistle to the church in Philippi in a heavy but a caring voice. 
The letter to the Philippians conveys Paul’s joy. During his imprisonment in Rome, Paul thought of the encouragement the people of Philippi offered him. Paul wrote the epistle because of the affection he had for them and the relationship that had grown between him and the church. In Philippians 4:1, Paul expresses his love and affection. He says “Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you who I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends”. In this letter, we see the real joy of Christian life even on the verge of difficulties. The concept of joy can be seen in repetition in four chapters of the epistle. 
Paul was a servant of the Lord all the time, no break. During times of joy, pain, wealth and sickness, Paul always showed his gratitude to God. In the letter, he makes us see the importance of focusing our attention on knowing God (Chapter 3). Paul was keen to note the feeling of life in Christ. He says “I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord” (3:18). In this verse, the contemporary Christians are encouraged to put all their trust in the Lord and dedicate their time to knowing him, for knowing Him is worthy. Again, the Philippians showed a lot of support to Paul in moments when he wanted monetary assistance. They even sent him gifts. In Philippians 4:10, Paul shows his gratitude by saying "I rejoiced greatly in the Lord, at last, you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it". This verse is a clear indication that we, Christians should be ready to support the ministry of the Lord just like the church in Philippi. On the other hand, the ministers should show gratitude by praying for the believers in their churches just like the apostle did. 
Paul traveled and got imprisoned in Rome for a purpose. Looking at Philippians 1:16, Paul could have given up or become depressed and discouraged. Instead, he took the time in prison to reflect on the graces of the Lord and write several Epistles to churches around the world. At some point, his imprisonment in Rome brought evangelism into the center of the empire. He says “Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel” (Philippians 1:12). He convinces the Philippians that his imprisonment was not in vain. He continues and urges the Philippians to conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the gospel of Christ. Paul did not have to be in Philippi so that the believers could work for their “salvation with fear and trembling” (2:12). He warns them to keep the faith and focus on knowing Christ in his absence, as they did when he was around. Philippians 3:2 "watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of flesh". Many churches that Paul had written to had the struggle with the flesh. Here Paul urges the Philippians not to be tempted to have any confidence in the flesh. 
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